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Since my election as the new president, I have overseen three board meetings, two membership 
meetings with guest presenters and our annual dinner. Laura Ventimiglia took over my previous position 
of vice president and Richard Cosma and Charles Benedict were voted in as board members. Afterwards, 
Julianna Hood became our new publicity person and Mary Beth Krafcek assumed the post of secretary. 

The board meetings, all held to address issues, met on October 21, 2018, February 27, 2019 May 15, 
2019. We examined planning activities, survey results, and the functioning of each of the committees. 
We also identified an urgent need to begin creating a new website and revising the by-laws. 

Membership meetings, both held at the Family History Center in Lynnfield, featured guest speakers as 
well as activities run by our own members. On March 30, 2019, Melanie McComb from New England 
Historical Genealogical Society discussed Church Records: Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Boston 
followed a brief workshop led by Laura Ventimiglia on passing on genealogy to the next generation. We 
finished up by offering one-on-one sessions with members on the computers. The June 22, 2019 
meeting had Rhonda McClure speak about Italian Records: How to Read and Translate. Jim Forti also 
clarified some difficulties in researching them, and Mary Beth Krafcek explained how to use the online 
Antenati records. 

Our annual dinner meeting held at Polcari’s restaurant in Woburn on October 21, 2018 provided good 
food and a chance to share experiences regarding Italian genealogy. 

Currently, Laura Ventimiglia is heading up a committee to begin creating a new website, and a meeting 
date has been chosen to begin the by-law revisions. Marcia Melnyk continues to do a fabulous job 
producing the newsletter three times a year.  All in all, our board members are working hard to provide 
an interesting and educational experience for all members and make IGSA the best organization it can 
be. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kathryn J. Morano, President 
June 22, 2019 
 

 


